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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Sunday 31.10.21; 1100: 

Transcript of Service of Baptism. 

 
Welcome and Intimations: Session clerk 

 

Welcome 

Good morning. 

Wherever you have come from today, 

whether you come here regularly, or occasionally, 

or perhaps for the first time, and especially our visitors, 
you are welcome to our worship. 

Your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration. 

 

Let us pause for a moment and know that God is here among us. 

Pause 

Gracious God, we bring to you today 
our thanks, our praise, our hearts, our lives. 

Bless each one of us with a sense of your presence  

and the reassurance of your love.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Today we baptise a little boy, and we welcome him into this church, and into the worldwide 

fellowship of Christian people, and we think together about what baptism means. 
 

As this is an act of worship, may I respectfully ask you not to use cameras or camcorders 

during the service and to ensure that your mobile phones are all switched off. 

 

Call to Worship (Ps. 90) 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place 

in all generations.  
Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God 

 

Opening Hymn: 631 A little child the saviour came 

 
Baptism: Institution and Explanation of Baptism 

 

Christian Baptism can be compared to: 

the first step on a life-long journey; in this case, a spiritual journey; 

or to the launching of a ship where, with great ceremony, 

best wishes are given to the ship for her successful voyage of the seven seas. 
Christian Baptism can be compared to the celebration of a significant day, not unlike a 

birthday, or an anniversary. 

 

Christian Baptism is not washing away sins by performing magic; 

it is not wiping out "inherited sin", 

which some people believe to be passed down from Adam and Eve. 

It is not saving a lost soul from eternal hell; 
it is not being rescued from the power of Satan. 

Christian Baptism is not creating a child of God, for we are already children of God. 

It is not an act which should be endured for the sake of satisfying grandparents, parents, or 

others who insist upon it being "done". 

 

It is not attempting to get "on God's good side" 
so that good-luck will follow your child through life 
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Christian Baptism can be: 

the initial act of a life-long, spiritual journey; 

a religious ceremony which, we hope, will establish a base for spiritual growth 

throughout the lifetime of the person baptised; 
an initiation or bonding ceremony within the Christian tradition 

that implies enrolment, entering, and a welcome into the greater spiritual family; 

a ritualized act celebrated in the presence of the family, friends, and congregation; 

one of the steps to be taken in following both the example and the teachings of Jesus. 

 

The Baptismal Prayer: Let us pray: 

Creator God, 
We worship you today for the gift of a new life. 

With joy in our hearts, we thank you for this child, for all that his birth means to us, 

and for all it means to you. 

 

We thank you for the love that has brought him into being, for the care that surrounds him, 

and the excitement and the happiness that he has brought to those around him. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon this water,  

so that this child, being buried with Christ in baptism,  

may rise with him to newness of life;  

and being born anew of water and the Holy Spirit, may remain for ever  

in the number of your faithful children;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  

be all honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Congregational Promise: Congregation please stand: 

As a congregation of the people of God, we are involved in the Christian upbringing of this 

child, not instead of the parents, but hand in hand with them. 
I ask you to respond to the following question in the words printed on Link: 

L: Will you provide an environment that will nurture and enrich the faith of this child and of 

all the children among you? 

 

R. With God's help, we will live out our baptism 

as a loving community in the spirit of Jesus: 
nurturing one another in faith, 

upholding one another in prayer, 

and encouraging one another in service. 

 

Thank you.  Please be seated. 

 
Baptismal Party please come forward: 

Baptism: 

 

This child is baptised with the sign of the cross. 

 

N.. 

for you Jesus Christ came into the world:  
for you he lived and showed God’s love;  

for you he suffered the darkness of Calvary  

and cried at the last, ‘It is accomplished’;  

for you he triumphed over death and rose in newness of life;  

for you he ascended to reign at God’s right hand.  

All this he did for you, before you knew anything of it. 
And so the word of Scripture is fulfilled: ‘We love because God loved us first.’  
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N.., 

I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

descend upon you, and dwell in your heart for ever.  Amen. 

 

We sing the Blessing: 

The Lord bless you and keep you (Hy. 796) 

 
DECLARATION of Baptism 

I declare that this child has been received into the Church by baptism. 

Jesus said, "whoever receives one such child in my name, receives me!" 

 

Promises: 

Parents, 
In seeking Baptism for your child, 

do you accept that Christianity 

is a path worth following, 

and that belonging to the Church 

can help people to live better lives?  

Parents: We do. 
 

Will you share your belief in God, 

and take Jesus’s teachings as your model for living with your child? 

Parents: We will. 

 

Will you provide for your child a welcoming home of love and trust? 

Parents: We will. 
 

Will you help him grow in his understanding and appreciation of a broad religious faith? 

Parents: We will. 

 

Will you encourage him to reach out to others with love and compassion? 

Parents: We will. 
 

Thank you.  Let us Pray: 

Loving God, 

Bless N.. whom we have baptised today. 

May he always feel welcome in this church, 

and in the wider church in the world. 
May he know how much he is valued. 

May he know that, if ever he needs our help, 

he has only to ask, and help will be given. 

 

As he grows and develops, we ask that you will keep him safe, 

and guide him through the maze that is modern life. 

Bless him with loving family and friends, 
allow him to reach his full potential, and bring him to faith in you. 

 

Bless his parents and their families; 

bless his elder sister, his great grandparents; grandparents, aunts and uncles, cousins, and 

friends. 

May they always be there for him, 
caring for him, supporting him, 
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helping him to be the person he can be.  Amen. 

Presentation Certificate of Baptism + gifts 

 

Hymn (2) 645 I’m not ashamed to own my Lord 
 

Scripture Readings: 

Ephesians 4: 1-6  

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 

have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 

love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is 

one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17 and 21-22 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fork is 
in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 

a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

 

Message 

Today is a very special, happy occasion.  Today we celebrate the sacrament of Baptism. 

 

The Protestant Churches recognise only the two Sacraments, Baptism and The Lord’s Supper 

(Holy Communion) that Jesus himself instituted.  The Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox 
Churches have seven.  

 

Somebody said a sacrament is a visible sign of an inward grace.  That’s less complicated 

than it sounds.  Sacraments are practices that Jesus himself put in place to bring his followers 

closer to God - ordinary, visible, touchable things that take on spiritual significance through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, so that they become signs and seals that mark believers as 
belonging to Christ, and nourish and sustain them in the Christian faith.  That’s why they are 

so important in the life of the Church and in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

By themselves, being baptized, and eating some bread and wine - getting wet, and eating 

and drinking - do nothing: but when the Holy Spirit works through them, and the person has 

faith, then he or she is renewed and refreshed and in a special relationship with Christ 
himself.  The Gospels tell us that, when Jesus was baptised, the Holy Spirit descended upon 

him in bodily form like a dove.  Jesus commands his disciples to baptize all future disciples of 

Christ: 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 28:19) 

 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, the three-in-one God.  Jesus promised to 
send The Holy Spirit as a guide - helper – Counsellor - advocate – to help us in our everyday 

lives.  We are told that the Holy Spirit came upon early church at Pentecost, and we believe 

that it also comes to us in our baptism, at Communion, and at other special times.   

 

By baptism, Christ seals his name upon the person baptized and calls him/her to new life.  

Baptism represents the joining of the person to Christ - the outward sign of the inward work 

http://cccdiscover.com/the-prince-who-came-to-serve/
http://cccdiscover.com/the-prince-who-came-to-serve/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2028.19


5 

 
of the Holy Spirit, a sign and seal of entrance into a special relationship we call the covenant 

of grace, and into the worldwide Christian Church, which we refer to as the Body of Christ. 

 

Because the sacraments are given to the church by Jesus, they are administered by the 
church and take place (as far as possible) in the company of other believers, so that the 

whole community is involved.  In that way we are connected not only to Christ, but to 

Christian people everywhere.  The Church of Scotland Baptismal Service declares that the 

person is baptised as “a member of the one holy, catholic (or universal) and apostolic 

church.” 

 

Enough theology!  Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism, a ceremony of initiation, 
cleansing and new beginnings; an incorporation into the Body of Christ. 

 

Baptism places the person in a congregation of the Church of Scotland, but – even more 

important - it also places the child (or adult) in the world-wide family of the church, and 

forms a link to other men and women around the world who are trying to bring up their 

children as Christians.  If the family moves elsewhere, they will find a “local branch” of the 
Church of Scotland.  It is also reassuring to know that the children’s ministry of every local 

church is underpinned by national resources and adheres to high - and supervised - 

standards of conduct and training. 

 

Baptism into the Church of Scotland is accepted as valid in many other denominations, in the 

same way as we in Church of Scotland welcome Christians from other traditions, even though 
different traditions carry out baptism in different ways. 

 

In the Church of Scotland and in many other branches of the Christian Church, baptism of 

infants is the norm.  The main justification is scriptural reference to baptism of whole 

households, but it is also a parallel with Jewish circumcision as a ceremony of initiation. 

 

At baptism, parents promise to bring up their children in the life and worship of the Church.  
It is very important that the child comes to understand that he or she is a member of the 

Christian community, and that’s why it is necessary to bring the child regularly to church on 

Sunday.  Our children are the future of the church. 

 

Other Christians maintain that only adult believers should be baptised, and they insist on 

baptism by full immersion.  The tradition in Church of Scotland and many others is for 
baptism by sprinkling.  It is very important that baptism should be done in the face of the 

congregation, to emphasise that the sacrament is incorporation into the body of Christ and 

into the life of the Church, and we consider that the public confession of faith and 

commitment is more important than the amount of water used.  Of course, Christians who 

have been baptised into any recognised branch of Christ’s Church are welcomed without 

needing to be baptised again. 
 

As Graham and Louise have done today, parents often ask relatives or friends to join them at 

the font, as Emma and Andrew do today, and they refer to them as God-parents.  This is 

good, because it extends the care of the child beyond just mother or father.  We should 

remember however that the Church of England and some other traditions have “official” God-

Parents who take vows and have their names recorded in the Baptismal Register, but the 

Church of Scotland decided centuries ago not to have official, legal, godparents, because we 
consider that the responsibility for the Christian upbringing of baptised children is the duty of 

the whole congregation.  That’s why I asked all of you as a congregation to promise to 

welcome and support the little boy we have baptised today! 

 

So – if ever he needs you, he will have all you people to support him! 

 
Phew!  All this is quite a lot to take in! 
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The take-home message? 

 

Baptism celebrates our commitment to God, but it also celebrates God’s commitment to us. 
Baptism is not just being immersed in water – actually or symbolically – it is an outward sign 

of our being totally immersed in the presence and power of God, the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. 

It is good to remember that. 

 

Our God surrounds us, like the air we breathe.  We are immersed in his presence.  God is the 

ocean in which we swim. St. Paul tells us this when he says 
“In him we live and move and have our being”.  (Acts 17:28).   

 

We believe that something very special happens at baptism, whether of infants or of believers 

coming forward to make a mature commitment: something very special for the child, 

very special for the parents, and very special for the congregation. 

 
This is a good time to remind ourselves that we believe that the Holy Spirit comes to us at 

Baptism, and also at other times – at our confirmation, at Holy Communion, and perhaps at 

other significant times throughout our Christian life. 

 

We believe that we received, and receive, the Spirit. 

Ask yourselves: Is it still there? 
Does it make any difference? 

Or has it lost its edge? 

 

Let us all remind ourselves of our faith and our commitment.  Let us renew ourselves in both. 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

Offering Hymn 619 & 620 Spirit of the living God (Total 2 vs.) 
 

Choir 'In Christ Alone' (omitting verse three). 

 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering and of Intercession 

For the blessings of this and all our days, 

we thank you, gracious God. 
Accept, we pray, not just our offerings of money, but also our lives, freely offered in gratitude 

for all you have done for us. 

Use our gifts, and us, in this place, and wherever you may take us. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession + Lord’s Prayer 

Living God, 
we give you thanks for this familiar place 

where your people gather to praise and to pray; 

where Christ’s call echoes through the ages. 

We pray for our church, in this little corner of the Kingdom of God. 

In this place marriages are celebrated  and funerals are conducted; 

children are accepted and blessed. 

May this always be a place of service and love,  
where open doors mean open hearts,  

where smiles of welcome mean smiles of love. 

 

Loving God,  

we pray for the people of our congregation and community: 

for those celebrating new beginnings, 
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for those at the beginning of their life of faith, 

and those who find the way weary and trying; 

for those seeking to cope with the loss of a loved one;  

those who are whole; and those who are broken, 
that all may find support and security. 

 

Lord, we know that the fellowship of this familiar building 

is not separate from your world, and so we pray for the wider community, 

for its people and its families, its hopes, its promise. 

We pray for your Church throughout the world: 

for all who preach the gospel, especially where it is dangerous to do so; 
for those who denounce corruption 

and speak out of for justice, even at risk of their livelihoods or their lives. 

 

We pray for our country, its politics and its people, 

leaders and labourers, saints and sinners. 

Grant that all we seek 
of peace and harmony, love and healing, for our own community, 

may be known also in the wider world, where terrorism and war, 

poverty and injustice, tensions and strife contradict your message of love. 

At this time we pray for the people of Afghanistan, and for other places in similar 

circumstances. 

 
God of Love, 

where there is dispute and violence 

let there be peace and justice and reconciliation; 

where there is pain and sorrow, let there be rest. 

 

In the quietness we bring to you 

our own personal prayers for those we carry in our hearts: 
those who are ill, or lonely, or sad, at home or in hospital. 

 

Pause 

 

When we go from this place, to face our world,  

renewed and refreshed by our time here, 
may we take with us the light of life, 

journeying as a pilgrim people with the God who journeys with us. 

Hear all these, our prayers, spoken and silent, 

In the name of Jesus, 

In whose name and in whose words we pray: 

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory for ever Amen. 

 

Light relief – My own son aged 2½ at baptism of his younger brother: ‘Is that dirty water? 

 
Closing Hymn 512 To God be the Glory  

 

Blessing.. 

Go in hope, and when life is demanding,  

trust in God your Father. 

Go in peace, and when the way ahead is difficult,  
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stay close to Jesus the Son. 

Go in joy, and when the temptation to give up is strong,  

let the Holy Spirit refresh you. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you, and remain with you, 

now and always.  Amen 

 

Doxology: 

Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us 

………………………………………………………………. 


